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and reported it to the people as a vision which they
had really seen, though they had not seen it at all,
yet it was not unlikely to make impressions upon
them, in their first ignorance of things.

But suppose, on the other hand, the Devil, who is
always awake, should have really shown himself in
such an appearance, and then have drawn in the
wise magicians of tfyat age, upon seeing such a
sight, frightful and horrid like the Devil, that formed
it, to relate (as they might with truth) the fact to
the people: it was not at all strange that the wise
men mentioned should go to the king with that
story also; and that he the king, bigoted by the
magicians, and terrified as they were, should imme-
diately order a temple to be erected, sacrifices to be
appointed, and a formal worship set on foot, to the
honour of this great god Bell, whose memory was so
high in their esteem before.

History is very full of the first fury of idolatrous
zeal, and of the extravagant branches of their devo-
tion, I mean in their princes. Ninus built a house
for the worship of Bell, the walls and towers are a
prodigy in themselves ; what the manner of worship
was we do not read, though afterwards we have the
description of their abominable rites, as the sacri-
fices to Moloch, viz., making their children to pass
through the fire; whether they were burned to
death, or horribly scorched, authors do not yet re-
solve us. The king of Moab sacrificed his son, the
heir apparent of his throne, upon the walls of the
city, only to obtain deliverance from the siege by
the help of his idol, at the price of his son's blood.

As those idols were introduced by the art of the
Devil, so it must be that the direction came from
him; I mean as to the manner of the idol-worship,
and that he certainly held an immediate corre-
spondence with the institutors and managers of the
idol rites.